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You’ve finally found that person that 
totally gets you, who makes you feel 
like you can move mountains! This 
is a time of celebration, a time of 
shared hopes and dreams, a time to 
profess your love to the world ... or at 
least to your friends and family!!!

Hey Love Birds. Congrats!

Yay, You’re Totally Engaged!!! 
So, what will your dream wedding look like? >>>

CHAPTER 1

http://davidorrphotography.com/
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Don’t worry if you haven’t drafted the 
perfect wedding architecture since you 
were sweet 16. Seriously, only about 2% of 
the world’s population does this, so don’t 
feel bad. We’re here to help.

What makes some wedding photos so epic?  

At some point, you’ve probably seen a photo that 
blended the perfect sky with the perfect pose and  
charm ... and you wondered, how on earth can I get that 
kind of picture on my wedding day? Well, you may have 
already guessed it ... with lots of planning.

http://davidorrphotography.com/
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That’s right. That sudden burst of happiness and 
grace wasn’t captured by accident. It took a lot of 
planning between the photographer and the couple.

But before we get into planning the hourly 
breakdown of your day (in the chapters to 
come), there are a few key concepts to iron 
out first, to help set your wedding-day-bliss 
goals into action.  

First, we’ll cover the importance of the 
Tone and Mood of your wedding, and 
what the heck these actually mean, in 
Chapter 2. 

Next, we’ll delve into determining what 
your Personal Style is in Chapter 3. 
After all, this wedding must represent 
everything unique about you two!  
And there are many ways to get  
your guests inspired, excited, and 
motivated to be active participants 
during your celebration!

http://davidorrphotography.com/
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We’ll also cover what the current Trends are.

Sometimes the best ideas spring forth from existing ideas—so we’ll share 
some great new wedding trends and MUST-know resources. 

Selecting your Date and Time are the next big factors to decide.

Let’s talk specifics on how to pick the perfect date and ceremony time. 

Set the Scene & Wedding Party Roles: Create an Epic Love Story. 

This chapter is a biggy and can help shape the mood for the entire wedding. 
The cast  —everyone from bridal party, to in-laws, to guests—needs a strong 
director to set expectations and delegate important tasks.

in chapter 4

in chapter 5

in chapter 6

http://davidorrphotography.com/
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And finally in Chapter 7, we’ll cover Photography Planning in great 
detail, to help you create memorable imagery that will endure a lifetime. 

Get excited! As your photographers, we’ll be your partner in creating 
vibrant memories on film.

What you do-- 
your attitude, the 
location, the timing 
--all are important 
ingredients, but good 
planning with your 
photographer is key 
to great photos! 

Our job is to help you 
mix in fun and positive 
energy to eliminate 
any stress in front of 
the camera. A stress-
free couple makes for 
a happy wedding day. 
Plus awesome epic 
photos. 

http://davidorrphotography.com/
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&
Think of Tone as the expression of 
your unique personality throughout 
your wedding day and reception. 
Your tone for both the ceremony 
and the events to follow will help 
guide your guests’ experience to 
creating an overall Mood!

It’s Time for a Tone & Mood Exercise 
Let’s break this down a bit. >>>

tone mood

CHAPTER 2

http://davidorrphotography.com/
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Circle the top 5 words that define the Tone of 
your ideal Ceremony:

formal 
informal 
humorous 
playful 
sentimental 
detailed 
relaxed 

easy 
passionate 
comforting 
energetic 
calm 
laid-back 
simple 

classy 
affectionate 
casual    
grand 
vivacious 
fervent 
nostalgic 

serene  
tender 
whimsical 
worshipful 
adoring 
modest  
lively

Circle the top 5 words that define the Tone of 
your ideal Reception:

formal 
informal 
humorous 
playful 
sentimental 
detailed 
relaxed 

easy 
passionate 
comforting 
energetic 
calm 
laid-back 
simple 

classy 
affectionate 
casual    
grand 
vivacious 
fervent 
nostalgic 

serene  
tender 
whimsical 
worshipful 
adoring 
modest  
lively

Once you’ve 
selected your top 
5, think about key 
family and friends 
that can help you 
achieve this tone. 

How can they help 
you overcome any 

obstacles?

tone

http://davidorrphotography.com/
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How would you like your guests to feel during the 
Ceremony? Circle the top 5 words that describe 
their ideal emotions or Mood:

awed  
contemplative 
ecstatic  
excited  
mellow 
dreamy 
jubilant 

harmonious  
refreshed 
surprised 
relaxed 
exhilarated 
warm 
welcomed 

silly 
hyper 
joyous 
touched 
amused  
satisfied 
energized 

reverent 
elated 
entertained 
delighted 
blessed 
glad 
comfortable

How would you like your guests to feel during the 
Reception? Circle the top 5 words that describe 
their ideal emotions or Mood:

awed  
contemplative 
ecstatic  
excited  
mellow 
dreamy 
jubilant 

harmonious  
refreshed 
surprised 
relaxed 
exhilarated 
warm 
welcomed 

silly 
hyper 
joyous 
touched 
amused 
satisfied 
energized 

reverent 
elated 
entertained 
delighted 
blessed 
glad 
comfortable

Ok, now that you 
have a general 
shared goal for 

Tone and Mood for 
both the wedding 
ceremony and the 
reception, let’s see 

how these define 
the setting of  

your event. 

mood

http://davidorrphotography.com/
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How will your number of guests help support the Tone and Mood? 
Believe it or not, your guest count makes a huge difference in supporting the overall 
Tone. The count can also help you determine the max number of hours you’ll need 
to spend quality time with each guest, individually and in groups. Consider the 
time it can take to capture essential, once-in-a-lifetime photos, like family 
group shots, bridal party shots, and candids, before, during, and after the 
ceremony. For an average-sized wedding of 80 to 125 guests, group shots can take 
anywhere from 30 to 45 minutes. For a mid-sized wedding of 125 to 300 guests, you 
may want to safely plan for 1 to 1.5 hours of group shots, with some groups before 
the ceremony and others afterward. Your photographer can help you pin down these 
details. It’s also important to share these specific photo details with your family and 
besties WAY BEFORE the wedding day. Setting schedule expectations in advance will 
get everyone on the same page, and eager to have fun the day of the wedding!

Consider these questions as you think about Tone & Mood:

http://davidorrphotography.com/
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What kind of unique spins can you add 
with your cultural traditions?  
Since this ceremony is all about celebrating you 
and your union, try to figure out how you can add 
your own unique flair to some of the required 
traditions. As an example, consider the tea 
ceremony, key to Asian culture and their celebration 
of the wedding day. Perhaps you are concerned 
that this part of the ceremony could take too long. 
Consider making this a part of your reception for all 
the guests to see, instead of making the traditional 
trip to the parents’ homes. This may not be exact to 
tradition, but by having the ceremony and reception 
at one location, you both allow your guests to 
participate as witnesses, and save on drive time.

Are there any essential religious 
services you require?  
It’s important to identify what is necessary for 
your services, and how that affects the decision of 
ceremony location in relation to reception location. 
Will they be at the same locale? Or, if the ceremony 
is in a church, consider how far guests have to drive 
to get to the reception. A good rule of thumb is to 
keep the ceremony and reception locations within 
a 5-mile radius! Your happy guests will thank you 
for making the drive so easy! And your reception 
festivities will have a better chance of staying right on 
schedule.

http://davidorrphotography.com/
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What location essentials or must-haves do 
you want to promote your Tone?
Whether it is indoors, outdoors, or both, imagine the kind of 
scenery you desire to be captured in your photos. Go ahead, 
and think BIG IDEAS. Do you envision getting married on a 
grassy green lawn with massive florals leading the eye up to 
an abundantly decorated bower? Maybe you’d like the seats 
arranged in a spiral, so all of the guests have a great view. 
Is it important to have a live string quartet perform current, 
popular songs for the ceremony? Do you want a cozy, simple, 
intimate reception setting, or do you want a lot of space for 
your carnival reception affair?  

What time of day would you like the 
ceremony, and the reception, to take place?  
Brunch weddings may not be very common, but if you are 
looking for a serene tone and a calm mood for your small 
gathering, a reception outdoors during the noon hour would 
fit the bill, especially if you don’t have big dancers in the 
family. Or, if you are on the other end of the spectrum, and 
need a stage for that live rockabilly band, what is the best 
time to begin that music, yet, also mix in toasts and dances to 
keep your guests entertained and surprised up till midnight? 
Yes, timing of even the smallest of details can make a huge 
difference to the outcome of the day.

http://davidorrphotography.com/
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The 12-Month Wedding Timeline Checklist!

	Work out a budget. 
Establish priorities and 
splurges!

	Collect wedding style 
ideas--use Pinterest and 
read bridal blogs.

	Think about your ideal 
time of year and select at 
least 3 wedding dates!

	Create a guest list to 
determine guest count.

	Tour venues and select 
a place! (Phoenix’s best 
climate months are October-
June, hottest months are July-
September. **We offer discounts 
January - March to reward 
couples for picking a wedding 
date in the cooler months!)

	Pick your dream 
wedding dress—allow 
enough time for fitting/
sewing adjustments. 
(Tuxes 3 - 5 months)

	Research vendors: 
Wedding Planner, Caterer, 
Cakery, Bartender, 
DJ, Floral Designer, 
Officiant, Transportation, 
Photographer, etc!

	Research Honeymoon 
destinations.

	Make sure your passport 
is up-to-date. (Planning a 
Destination wedding?  Ask 
photographers if their passports 
are up-to-date!)

10-12 
months 
before

6-9 
months 
before

	Schedule meetings 
with your favorite 
vendors, including the 
photographer. Prepare 
deposit funds for booking 
your date!

	Consider scheduling 
an Engagement Session 
at this time for sharing 
image keepsakes before 
and during the wedding.
Consider photos for Save 
the Dates and Invitations. 
(We provide our clients with 
an easy online shop to select 
extremely stylish and trendy 
invitations that include fine art 
papers, die-cut shapes, hand-
pressed foils, embossing, etc. Ask 
us for more details!)

	Create a free online 
registry and wedding 
website: honeyfund.com,  
myregistry.com, or zola.com

	Visit bridesmaid/
flowergirl dress boutiques. 
Once you’ve found the 
style you like, invite your 
bridesmaids to try out 
dresses and place orders.

	Book transportation: 
limo, getaway car, tour 
buses, trolley tours, 
carriage, segways—think 
outside the box here!

	Select your Best Man 
and Maid/Matron of Honor, 
and start planning for bridal 
shower and bachelorette/
bachelor party details.

	Test out the menu: the 
best part of selecting food 
and cake for your wedding 
day! Trust us, visit a few 
caterers before choosing ...yum!!!

	If you have guests 
coming from out of town, 
book hotel rooms--consider 
reserving a block of rooms.  
Be sure you book your 
wedding night suite, too!

http://davidorrphotography.com/
https://www.honeyfund.com/
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Continued: The 12-Month Wedding Checklist!

	Time to make 
reservations for:
• Men’s formal wear 

or suit purchase
• Dress fittings
• Dance lessons
• Party rentals—linens, 

dinnerware, bowers, floral 
arrangements

• Rehearsal dinner location 
and guest list

• Makeup, Hair and Nails
• Honeymoon hotel, 

excursions and other 
accommodations 

	Finalize:
• Guest List
• Invitation design and 

mailing
• Catering, cake, bartender, 

beverages, and menus
• Menu cards, Place cards, 

Thank You cards
• Ceremony vows and 

readings
• Floral Arrangements
• Reception timeline
• Cocktail Hour timeline
• Bachelor/Bachelorette 

events

	Don’t forget to:
• Get your marriage license 

documents ready
• Arrange necessary travel 

vaccinations
• Complete pre-marriage 

counseling
• Order rings
• Pick out gifts for fiancé, 

parents, bridal party and any 
other important folks

• Take a break with your 
partner: do a mini 
staycation, get a spa 
treatment, splurge on a fun 
activity—just you two!

3-5 
months 
before

	Complete a wedding 
day schedule with Wedding 
Planner to finalize timeline 
events. (We’ve provided a basic 
Wedding Timeline in the next 
section!)

	Meet with photographer 
and work on finalizing the 
Photography Schedule, 
family group portraits, and  
photography timeline.

	Share a copy of the 
Photography Schedule 
with the Wedding Planner, 
DJ, Band, Musicians, and 

most importantly, the 
Bridesmaids, Groomsmen, 
Best Man, Maid of Honor, 
Moms, Dads, & key close 
relatives who are helping 
you with your wedding.

	Wrap up:
• Song list with DJ or Band
• Who is giving the toasts
• Old, Borrowed, Blue and 

New items
• Obtaining RSVPs —contact 

those who haven’t 
responded yet

• Wedding night details
• Final Dress & Suit Fittings

• Purchases such as: Rings, 
Engravings, Gifts, Guest 
Signing Book, Toasting 
Flutes, Unity Candle, 
Sand Ceremony Holders, 
Placecard Displays, Signage, 
Party Favors, Flowergirl 
Basket and Flowers, Ring 
Pillow, Garter, Jewelry, 
Shoes, Veil, Cake Topper, 
Large Sparklers, Money 
Holders, and any final Decor 
Goods!

	Treat yourself to 
something relaxing: 
massage, mani-pedi, a 
simple hike or bike ride—
whatever brings you joy!

3-5 
weeks 
before

http://davidorrphotography.com/
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Continued: The 12-Month Wedding Checklist!

	Give venue and caterer 
the final head count.
	Create a table plan and 
be creative in showing off 
your table assignments!  
Visit allseated.com, to create 
free floorplans, 3D Views, 
Seating Charts, and more! 
Follow our Pinterest Page to 
view our favorite Wedding 
Seating Chart Board:
pinterest.com/davidorrphoto

	Get set for the wedding 
rehearsal and rehearsal 
dinner or event!
	Begin packing for the 
honeymoon.
	Pick up dresses, suits or 
tuxes.
	Confirm last-minute 
details, check in with all 
vendors, rental companies, 
etc.
	Sort out any 
outstanding payments and 
confirm final balances due.

	Pack a Bride and Groom 
emergency kit.
	Check weather report 
and make back up 
arrangements for changes, 
such as rain, wind, or full 
sun.
	Finalize your hair style 
with a trial appointment. 
Get mani and pedi done, 
and any other required 
grooming prep.

1-2 
weeks 
before

	Organize and pack all 
wedding-day items (rings, 
marriage license, decor, 
water bottles) in one place, 
such as carrying bins, for 
easy transport. Consider 
having a venue bin, a bride 
bin, and a groom bin.

	Figure out gratuity and 
final payments for vendors. 
FIll out thank you cards and 
envelopes ahead of time. 
On the day of, give these 
envelopes to the Best Man 
to hand out.

	Ask someone to be in 
charge of collecting the 
gifts and belongings like the 
cake topper, champagne 
flutes, signage, etc., after 
the reception ends.

	Ask someone to return 
rented suits or tuxes back to 
the store the day after the 
wedding.

	Make sure the cake, 
flowers, and officiant 
will arrive on time. For 
flowers, the bouquets and 
boutonnières should arrive 

early enough for bridal 
party photos.

	Read aloud and practice 
your vows in a private 
setting—you’ll be great! 

	Enjoy time with family 
and friends at the rehearsal 
festivities! During the 
rehearsal dinner, hand out 
gifts to your family and 
bridal party!

	Wind down, clear your 
mind, meditate and prepare 
for a good night’s sleep.

1 
day 

before

http://davidorrphotography.com/
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A Basic Timeline Guide for a Typical 8-Hour Wedding
❶ (2 Hours)  Hair and Makeup/Boys and Gals Getting Ready (Generally done prior to arriving at the 
venue, unless you booked 9-10 hours at one location).

❷ 1 Hour  Photographer arrives! This is the time for any last minute prep and fun bridal getting-ready 
photos! Get photos of putting on the wedding dress, veil, garter, shoes, jewelry, and makeup touchup; 
and photos of putting on the wedding suit or tux, ties, cufflinks, shoes, and boutonnières. And if you 
can finish getting ready early, consider squeezing in a 15-minute First Glance moment with your 
bride-or groom-to-be—plan this ahead of time with your photographer! The First Glance is a truly 
romantic and intimate moment for the two of you to share, as well as calm pre-wedding nerves. 

❸ 1 Hour  Bridal Party Photos (split with 30 minutes for the bridesmaids and 30 minutes for the 
groomsmen. Taking these photos before the ceremony will ensure a less stressful day!)

❹ 1 Hour  Family Group Photos (as well as a quick couple of Full Bridal Party images, if needed). Try to 
take these photos before the ceremony if time allows, especially if you have a big family. Be sure to tell 
your family to arrive at the venue at least 20 minutes prior to their photos to help stay on schedule!

❺ 1 Hour  Ceremony and Signing the Marriage License

❻ 1 Hour  Married Couple Private Photos—this time should NEVER be rushed. This is the only alone 
time you will have with your sweetheart the entire wedding day! And this gives the photographer 
a chance to capture your newlywed bliss in its truest form! The ideal time for these portraits is 
following your ceremony, just before sunset. Of course, if it’s important to you to spend some time 
with your guests at Cocktail Hour, add 15 more minutes to your schedule to accommodate.

❼ 1 Hour  Grand Entrance, Dinner, Mingling

❽ 1 Hour  Ice Breakers, Toasts, Formal Dances, Guest Dancing

❾ 1 Hour  Cake Cutting, Desserts, Dancing, Bouquet & Garter Toss, Sparklers & Departure

http://davidorrphotography.com/
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Oh yeah, it’s time to put your unique signature 
on the wedding gala! Do you have a special 
“thing” you are known for? Chances are, you 
may already be attracted to various types of 
themes or styles. Why not add that creative 
energy to your wedding? 

How to Create Style & Themes 
Dress up the event for a night to remember. >>>

Personal Style
CHAPTER 3

http://davidorrphotography.com/
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Fairy Tale Nuptials: Picture how Cinderella imagined her day—Prince 
Charming, beautiful flowers, a grand courtyard and a ballroom reception!

Nautical: Fresh, sea-breeze-blue decor anchored on a blue lagoon with 
hidden treasures, sea creatures, mermaids and lush surroundings.

City Slicker: The city is alive and skyscraper design and architecture is the 
appeal. Imagine the super sophistication of the big city and beaming lights!

Beach Paradise: Let vacation start with a cool ocean breeze, margaritas, 
sandy seashells and blue-green beach glass party favors—kick off your 
shoes and dance to the sound of crashing waves under a California sunset!

Hot Air Balloon: The sky’s the limit, literally. Imagine lifting off into a 
romantic setting of billowy clouds where wine and strawberries await!

Spring Fling: The weather is warm and dreamy, and it’s time to head 
outdoors into something fresh, natural, environmental, and totally new. A 
blooming season of fresh colors and herbal aromas engulfs your senses.

Autumn Paradise: Orange leaves are falling, the pink sun is setting and 
the smell of a warm campfire and marshmallows permeate the crisp air. 

Dia de los Muertos: Celebrate and remember in honor of the dearly 
departed. Think sugar skulls, marigolds, pan de muerto and photo altars of 
loved ones with this new take on All Hallow’s Eve revelry!

Winter Wonderland: The snowflakes are falling and blue sapphires and 
diamonds twinkle in the clear night sky. The twirl of your cool, sparkling 
dress brings merry thrills to all.

Put the Chic in Shabby: Imagine strawberries and cream at a refreshing 
summer cottage! Pull out the “antique” lace, craquelure baskets, mason  
jars, and burlap table covers, and don’t forget to “put a bird on it!”

Envision a fun Theme you can put your own creative spin on:

http://davidorrphotography.com/
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Geek Chic: Bring your favorite superhero, videogame, sci-fi or fantasy story 
to life. Maybe even a cosplay wedding for you and your guests to express 
your inner geek: pinterest.com/davidorrphoto/geek-weddings

The Rose: The flower of romance, this lady in red is always on fire with 
radiance, luring everyone in with divine perfumes and sweetness.

Queen Victoria’s Vintage Style: Picture classy charm that stands the test 
of time: a ballroom setting, lavish dresses, antique books, teacups, engraved 
silverware, and extravagant tea bars. To envision, just check out our Pinterest 
board: pinterest.com/davidorrphoto/wedding-victorian-vintage

Nifty ‘50s Vintage Classic: The rock-and-roll days are here to stay. Big 
up-do curls, flared skirts, leather jackets, bobby socks and slick black vinyl are 
just a few items that will earn you a pin on your letterman jacket.

Rustic Country: Think cowboy boots with shiny spurs, pressed blue jeans, 
harmonica ballads by moonlight, and straw-covered dance floors.

Tropic Thunder: An oasis of hibiscus sweetness and summer sunshine that 
drums up thunderous heartfelt energy and luau fireflies into the night’s sky.

Go Retro: And make it retro whatever: retro ‘80s, retro ‘90s ... heck retro 
Tron—is that even considered retro or futuristico? 

Wings of Angels: Feathers and angelic mithril, fanciful birds and moondust 
comets to carry your love across the universe.

I Wanna Rock: Glam, fashion, attitude, and heavy electric guitar—it’s time 
to crank up the volume and party all day and all night. Visit our Pinterest 
board: pinterest.com/davidorrphoto/wedding-rock-and-roll-theme

Moustache Panache: How will you out-moustache and out-beard  
the rest? Add some trendy masculine styles into your wedding!

More and more awesome Themes:

http://davidorrphotography.com/
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All right, there’s clearly 
many ways to add 
your personal style to 
your wedding through 
themes, but there are 
many more ways to 
share your personal 
style at your wedding 
through images. 
Consider the engagement 
photo session. At David Orr 
Photography, we like to think 
of this session as more of a 
date, but with Dave tagging 
along behind a camera, 
encouraging fun poses in 
natural light scenarios. We’ll 
walk the downtown together, 
explore the scenic Sonoran 
desert, soak up the fragrance 
of fresh flowers at gardens, 
and basically get out on the 
town (or even out of town to a 
gorgeous destination). Our job 
is to capture the two of you 
in love, in a beautiful setting, 
naturally enjoying your time 
together. 

http://davidorrphotography.com/
http://davidorrphotography.com/


21

                              Engagement Photo Uses Before the Wedding:
Save the Dates: Be it a printed card you mail out to your guest list at least 6 months 
ahead (especially for those traveling from out of town), or a simple postcard, your guests 
are bound to get excited to see a glimpse of what’s to come!

Bride and Groom Website or Blog: Nowadays it is becoming more common to 
create a website to share registry information, maps to venues and general information 
about the wedding festivities for guests—go ahead and sprinkle in some creative 
engagement shots to tell your love story and build upon your theme!

Invitations: At least 3 months before the wedding, guest will expect  
to see the official announcement and invite to RSVP. Images designed  
into the invite make for a great historic and formal keepsake.

 Stickers: Think photo booth style; you could have a little fun with facial  
 expressions and add them as sticker flair to your invites.

What on earth are we going to 
do with all these engagement 
images, you ask? Oh, there’s 
lots you can do—check out our 
suggestions below on sharing 
these images (and your personal 
style) with your friends and 
family. 

http://davidorrphotography.com/
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Engagement Photos Uses During the Wedding:
Timeline: Show your guests a retrospective on how you found your way to each other—
imagine designing a large chalkboard, corkboard, or magnet board of major life events, and 
then add in childhood photos, your first car, high school graduation, college days, etc., all the 
way up to the present.

Photo Tree Card Holder: It’s fun to give photo gifts to guests. Hang framed engagement 
photos or image porcelain ornaments from either a traditional wire cardholder tree or a 
crafted bundling of strong, decorative limbs from a craft store. This is a great way to make a 
striking display. pinterest.com/davidorrphoto/engagement-photo-uses

Photo Guest Signature Book: One of our most popular products—our stylish books 
allow you to share your engagement photos, and your guests can sign and write personal 
dedications!

Photo Candy Tins: Ever seen an 
image printed directly on an aluminum 
tin? It’s so cool! Or you could have a 
photo printed directly to a porcelain 
keepsake box—either way, if there’s 
candy inside, it will be a big hit. 
evermine.com

Ceramic Photo Tile: You could 
customize a special message, add a 

http://davidorrphotography.com/
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monogram, or your wedding date on top of your image 
glazed into a tile.

Photo Confetti: Sprinkle some fun expressions with 
different pics on the guests’ tables. Check out Photofetti: 
photofetti.com

Photo Hershey’s Kisses: Use up that confetti and glue it 
to the bottom of a Kiss!

Bottle cap magnets: Don’t throw out those beer bottle 
caps--I mean soda caps--just yet. All you need are some 
small magnets, scissors for cutting up pics, Diamond Glaze 
for cap filling and a glue gun.  
Here’s a resource: bottlecapco.com

Trivia Cards: On one side you’ve got a cute photo of you 
two, and on the other side are fun questions about your 
lives. Then have your DJ ask a series of those questions 
during the reception. The first table to answer correctly will 
get to be next in line at the chow buffet line!

Photo Cookies: Just what everyone wants, to eat your 
beautiful faces! If you have a great sense of humor and like 
to eat cookies, check out the Picture PerfectTM Collection by 
Eleni’s: elenis.com

http://davidorrphotography.com/
http://photofetti.com/
http://www.bottlecapco.com/
http://elenis.com/
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Photo Lollipops: Or if you prefer a different 
method to savor your likeness, there’s 
chocolate lollipops from  
Beau-Coup: beau-coup.com/personalized-
chocolate-lollipops.htm

Photo Wine Bottles: Your guests will love 
this splurge! Design your own photo wine label 
with Bottle Your Brand: bottleyourbrand.
com/personalized-wine-labels/weddings

Soda Pop Bottles: Jones Soda comes in a 
variety of refreshing flavors and colors:  
jonessoda.com/

Photo Vases: Your DJ can help you craft 
a guest game to give away photo vase 
centerpieces at each table:  
http://bit.ly/14Db0Jn

Slideshow: Sure, you could opt to create a 
PowerPoint or Keynote slideshow, or David Orr 
Photography can show you a modern take on 
visual entertainment for your guests. Our music 
video slideshow is definitely not boring. 

Follow David on Pinterest!

For more ideas on using Engagement photos, go here:

pinterest.com/davidorrphoto/engagement-photo-uses

http://davidorrphotography.com/
http://www.beau-coup.com/personalized-chocolate-lollipops.htm
http://www.beau-coup.com/personalized-chocolate-lollipops.htm
http://www.bottleyourbrand.com/personalized-wine-labels/weddings
http://www.bottleyourbrand.com/personalized-wine-labels/weddings
https://www.jonessoda.com/
http://bit.ly/14Db0Jn
https://www.pinterest.com/davidorrphoto/engagement-photo-uses/
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Engagement & Wedding Photo Uses After the Wedding:
Thank You Cards: Come full circle with your theme 
and send your guests folded image cards—but now that 
the wedding is over, you could add in a wedding photo 
instead!

Metal Prints, Artistic Shapes: With a variety of cool 
shapes and sizes, you could create a memorable wall of 
image-fused aluminum prints, with a shiny or satin matte 
finish to reflect your personal style. Ask us for more info!

Canvas Wraps and Gallery Clusters: Canvas wraps are a frameless, ready-to-hang, 
wall-sized presentation of your favorite wedding moment. Depending on your taste, you can 
select high gloss, glossy or satin matte finish, and even create a cluster of different image 
canvases, slices, or arrangements. 

If you want to learn more about how to get your own gallery prints, visit our website to 
download our Photography Packages, or fill out our contact form with your questions. We’ll 
get back to you ASAP!:   
davidorrphotography.com/wall-photo-prints

http://davidorrphotography.com/
http://davidorrphotography.com/wall-photo-prints
http://davidorrphotography.com/
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This year’s wedding fashion trends 
have truly inspired us to build a photo 
collection of all things nouveau. From 
shoe decals to chalkboards, fingerprint 
trees to bride and groom letterboxes, 
we’ll share a few images to help you 
spark some trendy ideas!

Ooh la la.

Create a Buzz for your Moment in Time!
Here’s the scoop on the latest trends!  >>>

CHAPTER 4

http://davidorrphotography.com/
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Wedding Trends for 2017
Get the scoop on what’s all the rage this year. Our favorite donut board is making a 
comeback, and rich colors of niagara, kale and flame are sure to excite your senses!

pinterest.com/davidorrphoto/2017-wedding-trends

http://davidorrphotography.com/
https://www.pinterest.com/davidorrphoto/2017-wedding-trends/
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Color Me Pantone Style
No matter what year you are getting married, Pantone 
makes it easy to envision your wedding colors with decor, 
fashion, you name it. Create your own storyboard here:

dessy.com/PANTONE

Hair Trends and ideas for both men and 
women!
Get fast access to great up-do images you can share with 
your stylist:

allthingshair.com

Wedding Ring Trends
The Knot has compiled several sources into one page to 
show you the latest in ring fashion:

whowhatwear.com/engagement-ring-trend-2017

http://davidorrphotography.com/
http://www.dessy.com/PANTONE
https://www.allthingshair.com/
http://www.whowhatwear.com/
engagement-ring-trend-2017
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Wedding Cake
They are just too pretty to eat. Take a look 
at cake design predictions:

brides.com/story/wedding-cake-
trends

Loads of Cake Images
Instant eye candy for cake lovers:

pinterest.com/davidorrphoto/
wedding-cakes-desserts-2017

Wood Wedding Trends
Wood has taken on a whole new look for 
weddings, including bouquets, invitations, 
wedding books and more!:

pinterest.com/davidorrphoto/
wedding-wood-theme

http://davidorrphotography.com/
http://www.brides.com/story/wedding-cake-trends
http://www.brides.com/story/wedding-cake-trends
https://www.pinterest.com/davidorrphoto/wedding-cakes-desserts-2017
https://www.pinterest.com/davidorrphoto/wedding-cakes-desserts-2017
https://www.pinterest.com/davidorrphoto/wedding-wood-theme
https://www.pinterest.com/davidorrphoto/wedding-wood-theme
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Floral Bliss
With the 2017 color trends of sage, slate, lavendar, kale, and niagara blue, we’ve 
collected various floral arrangement and bouquet images to spark your ideas!

pinterest.com/davidorrphoto/wedding-bouquets-flowers

http://davidorrphotography.com/
https://www.pinterest.com/davidorrphoto/wedding-bouquets-flowers/
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Custom Wedding Shoe
Design your wedding right down to the shoe! Take a look at how easy and 
creative you can get with your very own original, custom wedding shoe:

customweddingshoe.com
shoesofprey.com
studiojellyfish.com

http://davidorrphotography.com/
http://www.customweddingshoe.com/
http://www.shoesofprey.com/
http://www.studiojellyfish.com/
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Chances are, you’ll be very active 
on your wedding day. But instead 
of wearing lightweight yoga pants, 
you’ll be wearing a formal wedding 
dress or a jacket and tie, carrying 
heavy flowers, and walking and 
dancing in fancy fashionable shoes.  

Selecting a Perfect Wedding Date and Time 
Rain or Shine, it’s good to have a game plan. >>>

CHAPTER 5

Date & Time

http://davidorrphotography.com/
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Your flower bouquet may be heavier than you expected and will 
add some calorie burn for your biceps. Your shoes, whether flats or 
heels, will take special muscle groups to help you maintain an ideal 
standing and walking posture. And the excitement of the day will 
certainly keep your metabolism up.   
Before selecting a venue, keep time of year and temperature in mind with 
regards to your dream theme or tone, and most of all, your comfort. In 
Phoenix, the popular cooler months of October - May book up fast, generally 
1 year in advance, and competition to book a venue is fierce. So start early 
and always visit the venue in person before you make a commitment.

http://davidorrphotography.com/
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Ok, say you’ve already decided on a date and a venue. Now it’s 
time to think about your date’s sunset time, and then use that to 
determine your ceremony time. For a 30-minute ceremony, figure on 
starting the ceremony 1.5 hours before sunset. That way immediately 
following your vows, you’ll have a full hour of ideal lighting for your 
newlywed portraits, when the sky and clouds turn brilliant hues. 
Working out this 1-hour detail with the photographer, the venue’s 
wedding coordinator and the DJ is extremely important:

  

The DJ or Master of 
Ceremonies wants 
to start the grand 
entrance on time.  
He/She is concerned 
about your guests’ 
hunger for dinner, and 
keeping them engaged 
and entertained during 
cocktail hour.  

The Wedding 
Coordinator is 
concerned about 
your whereabouts 
in relation to the 
caterer preparations, 
the cocktail hour 
and overall guest 
satisfaction. 

The Photographer 
is concerned about 
capturing all those 
epic photo ideas and 
locations you talked 
about during the 
consultation, and he/
she knows that these 
generally happen 
during this sunset hour.

If the venue features 
an outdoor ceremony 
site, ask them about 
their PLAN B for 
unpredictable rainy 
or windy weather 
changes. 

To get a headstart on 
weather trends, visit 
Weather Trends 360: 
weathertrends360.com

The best way to pull this off with ease is to add this sunset hour 
detail to everyone’s schedule, way ahead of time, during your 
consultations.

http://davidorrphotography.com/
http://www.weathertrends360.com/
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Where can you find sunset times for your city? 

Visit TimeandDate.com: 

timeanddate.com/worldclock/sunrise.html

Live in Phoenix? 

Here’s a little table that can help you plan ahead for sunset 
images:

Location Date Sunset Date Sunset
Phoenix, AZ 1-Jan-17 5:32 PM 1-Jan-18 5:32 PM
Phoenix, AZ 1-Feb-17 6:00 PM 1-Feb-18 6:00 PM
Phoenix, AZ 1-Mar-17 6:25 PM 1-Mar-18 6:25 PM
Phoenix, AZ 1-Apr-17 6:49 PM 1-Apr-18 6:49 PM
Phoenix, AZ 1-May-17 7:11 PM 1-May-18 7:11 PM
Phoenix, AZ 1-Jun-17 7:33 PM 1-Jun-18 7:33 PM
Phoenix, AZ 1-Jul-17 7:42 PM 1-Jul-18 7:42 PM
Phoenix, AZ 1-Aug-17 7:28 PM 1-Aug-18 7:28 PM
Phoenix, AZ 1-Sep-17 6:53 PM 1-Sep-18 6:53 PM
Phoenix, AZ 1-Oct-17 6:12 PM 1-Oct-18 6:13 PM
Phoenix, AZ 1-Nov-17 5:36 PM 1-Nov-18 5:36 PM
Phoenix, AZ 1-Dec-17 5:20 PM 1-Dec-18 5:20 PM

http://davidorrphotography.com/
http://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/sunrise.html
http://davidorrphotography.com/
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It’s good to visit potential wedding venues in 
person, way ahead of time. Sometimes the 
location just fits. Sometimes, you will need 
additional wedding coordination and outside 
vendor design planning to accomplish your Tone 
goals. Either way, what’s key to supporting your 
Tone’s scene?

Epic Love Stories Are Created.
Get ready to design a scene, direct characters, 
assign roles, and be a superstar! >>>

Scene & Wedding Party Roles!
CHAPTER 6

http://davidorrphotography.com/
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Willing participation is 
the big secret ingredient 
to creating your Tone 
and Mood at your given 
location.
 
Your first priority is to 
get in sync with both 
your expectations and 
motivations. How do 
you two plan to engage 
with and interact with 
each other during 
various activities 
throughout the day? 
Are you both on the 
same page?

http://davidorrphotography.com/
http://davidorrphotography.com/
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Welcome to the  
Walls of Participation. 
Yup, motivation, creativity 
and eager couples made 
these moments so 
awesomely unforgettable. 

http://davidorrphotography.com/
http://davidorrphotography.com/


What’s gonna be your 
unique spin? And, how do 
you want your family and 
friends to help?  

40
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Just imagine that you and 
your spouse are totally 
on the same page: you 
both have the same goal 
of being happy, relaxed, 
and at times spontaneous. 
And your shared goal is to 
capture images that reflect 
these essential emotions.   
But what happens when a half-
hour before the wedding--which 
was dedicated to immediate family 
photos at a specific location at the 
venue--your brother is late, and he 
was also in charge of putting up all 
your chandeliers in the reception 
hall, plus, he’s wearing the wrong 
shirt color? Not to mention, the 
boutonnières weren’t labeled and it 
takes 15 minutes to sort it all out.

Even the best planners can run 
into hiccups during a wedding. 
Time melts fast. And it’s during 
these times that you have to keep 
your stress level in check, and 
keep focused on the goal--that 
happiness goal!

http://davidorrphotography.com/
http://davidorrphotography.com/
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So participation between you and your spouse is huge, and it’s equally 
important to help your family and bridal party understand your Tone 
goals months in advance when you are planning your wedding. They 
too have to be willing participants on many levels, from the beginning.

To help your bridal party and family support your Tone goals, help 
them understand their roles for that day. Like a Shakespearean play, 
your wedding day can be the most memorable story, but only if the 
characters help build a wonderful plot-to-remember as the charming, 
efficient and most willing participants, ever.

http://davidorrphotography.com/
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To help you communicate your goals, we have crafted some 
roles to consider, and to share. It is up to both of you to 
decide how you want to ask and assign friends and family 
to certain tasks for your day, so be creative, but be clear to 
everyone about each others’ roles—this is key!

http://davidorrphotography.com/
http://davidorrphotography.com/
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• When getting ready, give yourself:

 - 1 Hour for hair;

 - 1 Hour for makeup, perfume, extra prep;

 - 30 Mins for dress assembly, garter, 
shoes, veil, and jewelry--ask your mother 
and maid of honor--too many girls in the 
room can cause chaos and stress;

 - Extra time for any driving to and from 
venue/ceremony site (someone should 
drive you to your destinations), or any 
necessary added Prep duties.

• Bring a checklist of all your Day-Of 
Essentials. This could include minor tasks 
such as giving bridesmaids personalized 
gifts, getting-ready necessities, and other 
general forget-me-nots!

• Be sure to eat breakfast and drink ample 
water before getting ready.

• Keep your Groom’s gift or love letter 
handy for the best time to share 
(designate Maid/Matron of Honor to carry 
gift or deliver letter when necessary).

• Relax, Breathe, and Enjoy ! Because you 
have already assigned out tasks ahead 
of time, the rest of the day should be 
smooth sailing!

Dos

the bride

http://davidorrphotography.com/
http://davidorrphotography.com/
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• Don’t micro-manage tasks: Your Wedding Planner, Wedding 
Coordinator and assigned Taskers got you covered. Your time is 
precious, and you should focus on enjoying the day, not stressing 
over logistics (such as reception table decor).

• Don’t sweat the small stuff, sometimes things don’t go as planned, 
but that is ok—such is life. Focus on the main reason for the day—
your love and excitement for your true love!

Don’ts

the bride

45

http://davidorrphotography.com/
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the groom

Dos

• Arrive at ceremony/venue site 30 Minutes 
early. (If you are getting ready at the 
ceremony site, arrive 1.5 Hours early—
seriously).

• When getting ready, give yourself:
 - 45 Minutes for Tux, Vest, Tie, Shoes, 

Cufflinks, and extra prep;
 - 15 Minutes for boutonnière;
 - Extra time for driving to and from 

ceremony site/venue, or any necessary 
added Prep duties.

• Bring a checklist of all your Day-Of 
Essentials. This could include minor tasks 
like giving your groomsmen personalized 
gifts, getting-ready necessities, and other 
general forget-me-nots!

• Have your Bride’s gift or love letter handy 
for that perfect time to share! (The Best 
Man can deliver it to the Bride if you are 
not to see her before the ceremony).

• Hand marriage license to a trusted family 
member outside of the bridal party to 
give to the Officiant when he/she arrives.

• Pay balances ahead of time. Most 
vendors require payments in full prior to 
the date. Also keep tip money handy.

• Kick back and have some laughs.  
You deserve to have fun.

http://davidorrphotography.com/
http://davidorrphotography.com/
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• Don’t get dragged in to 
solving a task problem for 
someone. Your wedding 
coordinator should have 
everything under control.  

• Don’t consume too much 
alcohol. Your Bride will 
appreciate a minty fresh 
kiss at the altar!

• Don’t get nervous. Yes, all 
eyes will be on you two, 
but embrace it, own it. 
This day is going to be 
awesome!

Don’ts

the groom

http://davidorrphotography.com/
http://davidorrphotography.com/
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Dos

• Help the Bride and Groom achieve their Tone goals at any given location by:

 - Finding vendors; helping the bride and groom budget; and ensuring that 
the Ceremony site is organized with appropriate seating and nuptual decor.

 - Creating reception design scenery and table decorations; seating 
assignments for guests; gift table; cake table; candy/fountain dessert bar; ice 
sculptures; catering menus; guest gifts; guest signature book; anything and 
everything that has to do with overall design and decor.

 - Working with the Location Wedding Coordinator and Decorator, Florist, 
and Catering Company to ensure decorations are completed on time and 
assembled correctly the day of the wedding.

Wedding Planner

http://davidorrphotography.com/
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Don’ts

• Don’t work remotely. A good wedding planner shows up at 
the venue/ceremony site the day of the wedding and oversees 
production of all decoration setups.

• Don’t stay until end of reception. Generally, the Wedding Planner 
is available until the setup is complete, usually by the time Cocktail 
Hour begins.

Wedding Planner

http://davidorrphotography.com/
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• Generally, this in-house staff person 
works for the venue and will direct 
guests, provides maps and guides, 
and set up directional signage. Your 
Wedding Planner may need to help 
you hire this person at some venues.

• Wedding Coordinator is responsible 
for setting up decorations, overseen by 
the Wedding Planner, and logistics for 
things like a Sparkler or Bubbles exit. 

• The Wedding Coordinator works with 
Catering staff, bartenders, DJ, Band, 
florists, entertainment crews, clean-up 
crews, and security.

• Don’t leave early. The coordinator 
usually stays to the reception end.

• Don’t hide. Be accessible for the Bride 
and Groom, and always aware of 
scheduled festivities.

Don’ts

Dos

Wedding Coordinator 
(Day-of)

http://davidorrphotography.com/
http://davidorrphotography.com/


• Arrive at the venue at the same time the Bride does—
sometimes 1-2 hours early depending on day-of-assigned tasks.

• When getting ready, give yourself:

 - 1 Hour for hair;

 - 1 Hour for makeup, perfume, extra prep;

 - 30 Minutes for helping the Bride with her dress assembly, 
garter, shoes, veil (you may be working alongside the Mother of 
the Bride or another bridesmaid for this);

 - Extra time for any driving to and from the venue/ceremony 
site or any necessary added prep duties. (You may be the 
designated driver for the Bride, especially if you are getting your 
hair done at same salon, for instance).

• Arrange Bride’s dress, train, and veil throughout the day, during 
photos and ceremony.

• Be in charge of bouquets and boutonnières access/location, 
as well as flowergirl basket and ringbearer pillow. Instruct 
bridesmaids to have florals ready before photos, and also help 
groomsmen with pinning on boutonnières.

• Keep a bag handy of Bride’s touch-up makeup, hairbrush, 
tissues, water bottles, and any other tools and day-of essentials.

• Hold and keep the Groom’s ring safe before and during 
ceremony. You will hand the ring to the Bride during the 
ceremony. The Ringbearer doesn’t have the real ring —they 
carry a decoy as they walk down the aisle!

• Help keep the Bride excited and be her #1 cheerleader for the 
day. Your positivity will be infectious for the other bridesmaids 
too!

• Prepare a toast for the bride to be shared at the reception.

Dos

Maid/Matron 
of Honor

51
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Don’ts

Maid/Matron 
of Honor

• Don’t tell the Bride how to pose. She and the groom 
have already spent time discussing their style and photo 
requests with their photographer. 

 •   Don’t take on added 
tasks. The Bride will have 
specific tasks she needs 
your help with, so don’t try 
to take on other people’s 
duties. Focus on the Bride’s 
needs.

http://davidorrphotography.com/
http://davidorrphotography.com/
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• Arrive 1 hour early to the venue/ceremony site. The 
Best Man may be asked to chauffeur the Groom as 
well, so plan to be ready early.

• When getting ready, give yourself:

Best 
Man

Dos

 - 45 Minutes for Tux, Vest, Tie, Shoes, 
Cufflinks, and extra prep;

 - 15 Minutes for boutonnières.

• Keep the Groom calm. But also keep 
the Groom happy and excited.

• Supervise groomsmen and ushers.

• You may be asked to deliver 
the Groom’s gift or love 
letter to the Bride before 
the ceremony (especially 
if they do not want to see 
each other beforehand).

• Hold and keep the Bride’s 
ring safe before and during 
the ceremony. You will 
hand the ring to the Groom 
during the ceremony.

• Deliver the 1st toast during 
the reception. Prepare this 
in advance.

• If there isn’t a limo, you 
may be asked to drive the 
Bride and Groom to their 
honeymoon resort after  
the reception.

http://davidorrphotography.com/
http://davidorrphotography.com/


• Don’t get the groom drunk.  
There is a time and place 
for libations, and the Bride 
is counting on the Groom’s 
full attention during the 
wedding day.

• Don’t give a toast longer 
than 5 minutes. This isn’t the 
Best Man Show! 

Best Man

Don’ts

54
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• Arrive at the venue/ceremony site at the same 
time the Bride does--sometimes 1 - 2 hours 
early depending on day-of-assigned tasks.

• When getting ready, give yourself:

 - 1 Hour for hair;

 - 1 Hour for makeup, perfume, extra prep;

 - Extra time for any driving to and from venue/
ceremony site.

• Keep an eye on the clock when completing tasks and 
getting ready—be attentive!

• Make sure you have bouquets or other floral 
arrangements before the group photos.

• Be prepared to know how to pin a boutonnière onto 
a groomsman’s jacket, as well as immediate family 
members’ attire: vimeo.com/9290792

• Bring excitement, joy, and encouragement! The 
bridesmaids’ moods are so important to lifting up 
spirits and making the day memorable.

• Bring heel disks or high heel protector caps to prevent 
your heels from sinking into the grass! Check out 
Starlettos solution: starlettos.com

• Don’t get sidetracked. The Bride is on a 
schedule, and needs your help staying on time, 
and wants you to hang around for the festivities.

Bridesmaids

Dos

Don’ts

http://davidorrphotography.com/
http://vimeo.com/9290792
http://starlettos.com/
http://davidorrphotography.com/
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• Arrive 1 hour early to venue/ceremony site.

• When getting ready, give yourself:

 - 45 Minutes for Tux, Vest, Tie, Shoes, Cufflinks, 
and extra prep;

 - 15 Minutes for Boutonnière—have this 
pinned on your jacket prior to group photos;

 - Extra time for driving to and from ceremony 
site/venue, or any necessary added prep duties.

• Keep an eye on the clock when completing tasks 
and getting ready—be attentive.

• Find out if you have Usher duties. If there are no 
Ushers, the Groomsmen will be responsible for 
seating guests.

• Keep your sunglasses, flasks, cufflinks, and any 
other odds and ends handy for some fun photo 
moments. These ideas should be planned ahead 
of time and discussed with the Groom. 

• Want to surprise the newlyweds by decorating 
their getaway car that evening? First thing, 
plan ahead of time. Second, get a copy of the 
reception schedule from the DJ. Get help and 
suggestions from the other groomsmen and 
bridesmaids. Be sure to communicate this 
event with the photographer and DJ before you 
decorate the car!!!  

• Don’t get sidetracked. The Groom is on a 
schedule, and needs your help staying on time, 
and wants you to hang around for festivities.

Groomsmen

Don’ts

Dos

http://davidorrphotography.com/
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• Arrive 30 minutes early to venue/ceremony 
site, completely dressed and ready to 
go! Group photos do happen before the 
ceremony, so be sure you know what time 
you are needed.

• Hold basket of flowers still for group photos

• Be sure to smile big for the photographer 
and look at the lens!

• During the processional, you will be walking 
in front of the Bride, tossing the flower petals 
from that basket!

• Mom and Dad, be sure you get instructions 
way ahead of time from the Bride and 
Groom on their schedule!

• Don’t get your dress dirty. There will be 
plenty of time to run around and dance 
during the reception, promise!

• Don’t worry or fret. This is an exciting time—
and super fun. You get to be a part of a 
treasured tradition, and not just anyone gets 
to be a flowergirl! Help the bride create a 
fun and memorable day! And don’t forget to 
practice smiling for the big day. You’ll be a 
big hit!

Flowergirl(s)

Dos

Don’ts

57

http://davidorrphotography.com/
http://davidorrphotography.com/


• Arrive 30 minutes early to venue/
ceremony site, all dressed and ready 
to go! Group photos do happen 
before the ceremony, so be sure you 
know what time you are needed.

• Hold steady your pillow, signs, or any 
other prop during photos.

• Be sure to smile big for the 
photographer, be attentive and look at 
the lens!

• During the processional, you may be 
walking in front of the Flowergirl, or 
helping her down the aisle, carrying 
your prop proudly!

• Don’t get your suit or tux dirty. There 
will be plenty of time to run around 
and dance during the reception.

Ringbearer(s)

Don’ts

Dos
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• Arrive at the venue/ceremony at the same time the Bride does—
sometimes 1 - 2 hours early depending on day-of-assigned tasks.

• Be fully dressed and ready before arriving to the venue/ceremony 
site.

• When getting ready that day, give yourself:
 - 1 Hour for hair;
 - 1 Hour for makeup, perfume, extra prep;
 - 30 Mins for helping the Bride with her dress assembly, garter, 

shoes, veil (you may be needed to lace/button up the dress, strap 
on the shoes, attach the veil, and get the bride ready);

 - Extra time for any driving to and from venue/ceremony site. (You 
may be the designated driver for the Bride, especially if you are 
getting your hair done at the same salon, for instance).

• Have a checklist of tasks handy. These should be items and tasks the 
Bride pre-assigned. A good rule of thumb is to have the Bride help 
you with this checklist 2 weeks in advance!

• Be ready to receive a wrist or pinned corsage.
• Be prepared to offer a toast during the reception.
• Show emotional support and joy to the Bride. This will be a lovely 

day to remember!

• Don’t take on added tasks. The Bride may have specific tasks she 
needs you to do, but don’t try to take on other people’s duties. 
Focus on the Bride’s needs.

• Don’t micromanage established arrangements or schedules with 
vendors. You may have the best intentions in mind to help the 
couple, but also remember that the Bride and Groom have spent 
countless hours pre-planning and building the Tone of their wedding 
with each vendor, plus working out contractual agreements. Like 
they say, it’s time to let the birds fly from the nest. 

• Don’t worry. Be happy. Relax and enjoy this once-in-a-lifetime 
moment.

Mother(s)
of the 
Bride

Dos
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• Arrive at the venue ceremony site at the same time the Groom 
does—sometimes 1 - 2 hours early depending on day-of-
assigned tasks.

• Be fully dressed and ready before arriving to the venue/
ceremony site.

• Have a checklist of tasks handy. These should be items and 
tasks that the Groom pre-assigned. A good rule of thumb 
is to have the Groom help you with this checklist 2 weeks in 
advance!

• Be ready to receive a wrist or pinned corsage.

• Be prepared to offer a toast during the reception.

• Show emotional support and joy to the Groom.  

• Don’t take on added tasks. The Groom may have specific tasks 
he needs you to do, but don’t try to take on other people’s 
duties. Focus on the Groom’s needs.

• Don’t micromanage established arrangements or schedules 
with vendors. You may have the best intentions in mind to help 
the couple, but also remember that the Bride and Groom have 
spent countless hours pre-planning and building the Tone of 
their wedding with each vendor, plus working out contractual 
agreements. Like they say, it’s time to let the birds fly from the 
nest. 

• Don’t worry. Be happy. Relax and enjoy this once-in-a-lifetime 
moment.

Mother(s)
of the 
Groom

Dos

Don’ts
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• Arrive at the venue/ceremony site at the same time the Bride 
does—sometimes 1 - 2 hours early depending on day-of-
assigned tasks.

• Be fully dressed and ready before arriving to the venue/
ceremony site.

• Have a checklist of task items handy. These should be items and 
tasks the Bride pre-assigned. A good rule of thumb is to have 
the Bride help you with this checklist 2 weeks in advance!

• Be ready to receive a pinned boutonnière.

• Prepare a toast in advance for the reception.

• Bring emotional support and joy to the Bride. Cherish the 
moment!

• Don’t take on added tasks. The Bride may have specific tasks 
she needs you to do, but don’t try to take on other people’s 
duties. Focus on the Bride’s needs.

• Don’t micromanage established arrangements or schedules 
with vendors. You may have the best intentions in mind to help 
the couple, but also remember that the Bride and Groom have 
spent countless hours pre-planning and building the Tone of 
their wedding with each vendor, plus working out contractual 
agreements. Like they say, it’s time to let the birds fly from the 
nest. 

• Don’t worry. Be happy. Relax and enjoy this once-in-a-lifetime 
moment.

Father(s)
of the 
Bride

Don’ts

Dos
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• Arrive at the venue/ceremony site at the same time the 
Groom does—sometimes 1 - 2 hours early depending on 
day-of-assigned tasks.

• Be fully dressed and ready before arriving to the venue/
ceremony site.

• Have a checklist of task items handy. These should be items 
and tasks that the Groom pre-assigned. A good rule of 
thumb is to have the Groom help you with this checklist 2 
weeks in advance!

• Be ready to receive a pinned boutonnière.

• Prepare a toast in advance for the reception.

• Show emotional support and joy to the Groom.  
What a proud day!

• Don’t take on added tasks. The Groom may have specific 
tasks he needs you to do, but don’t try to take on other 
people’s duties. Focus on the Groom’s needs.

• Don’t micromanage established arrangements or schedules 
with vendors. You may have the best intentions in mind 
to help the couple, but also remember that the Bride and 
Groom have spent countless hours pre-planning and 
building the Tone of their wedding with each vendor, plus 
working out contractual agreements. Like they say, it’s time to 
let the birds fly from the nest. 

• Don’t worry. Be happy. Relax and enjoy this once-in-a-
lifetime moment.

Father(s)
of the 
Groom

Don’ts

Dos
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• Arrive at Ceremony altar site 30 minutes 
early. 

• Have list of guests ahead of time that 
you are responsible for escorting to seats 
(you’ll have a better general idea from 
the Rehearsal).

• Know which side to seat the Bride’s 
and Groom’s families on: for example, 
at a Christian or Traditional ceremony, 
the Bride’s side is generally left of the 
aisle, and the Groom’s family is on the 
right, when facing the altar. For a Jewish 
ceremony, the family seating is opposite.

• Check for any personal belongings that 
may have been forgotten or left behind 
after the ceremony.

• Ushers may be tasked with collecting 
decorations and aisle runners after the 
ceremony.

• Don’t forget to smile and be eager to 
help out.

Ushers

Don’ts

Dos
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Putting a schedule together to 
help support your preparation is 
essential to having a picture-perfect 
day. David Orr Photography has tips 
and tricks to help guide the way, 
and make this an enjoyable part of 
the process!

The Photography  Plan

The David Orr Photography Approach
What it takes to capture true love imagery! >>>

CHAPTER 7

http://davidorrphotography.com/
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It’s our philosophy that 
beautiful photographs 
don’t happen by 
accident! We are very 
active and dedicated to 
helping you plan your 
perfect photography 
timeline. 
This starts with our initial 
consultation, where we help 
you determine how many 
hours of coverage you’ll need, 
as well as the number of 
photographers, based on the 
size of your bridal party, family, 
and overall schedule. From there, 
we’ll collaborate together to 
determine your photography 
taste and style, using tools such 
as shared Pinterest boards. 

http://davidorrphotography.com/
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Closer to your wedding date, we’ll do a walkthrough and scout out the 
best photo locations at your ceremony and reception venues. Finally, 30 
days before your wedding, we’ll have our final planning meeting, where 
we map out your photo schedule in detail, with time and location for all 
of your key photo moments. We’ll also share this photo schedule with 
your wedding planner, coordinator, and DJ, and make sure our timelines 
mesh perfectly together.

http://davidorrphotography.com/
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What is the best way to 
estimate how much time and 
photography coverage you will 
need on your wedding day? 
Typically, with 6 hours of photography 
coverage, you can capture the events from 
1.5 hours before the ceremony to  
2.5 hours into the reception. (Reference 
the Basic Timeline Guide on page 16). This 
includes: the final preparation details; 
bride and groom first glance; bridal party 
portraits; ceremony; family portraits; bride 
and groom portraits; first dances; and 
toasts.

The advantage of selecting 8 hours of 
coverage is additional time for getting 
ready portraits and details, a more relaxed 
schedule throughout your wedding day, 
and plenty of time to capture most of the 
reception festivities, such as the bouquet 
and garter tosses, cake cutting and 
sparklers.

http://davidorrphotography.com/
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Here’s a list of our favorite 
wedding venues where we’ve had 
the privilege to photograph: 

The Boulders  
Resort & Spa

Clayton at the Park

The Farm  
at South Mountain

Four Seasons  
Resort Scottsdale  
at Troon North

Royal Palms

Secret Garden

Westin Kierland  
Resort & Spa

The Phoenician

Granite Creek 
Vineyards

Regency Garden

Bella Rose Estate

12 West Main

Pebble Creek Golf Club

Val Vista Lakes

McDowell Mountain 
Country Club

Talking Stick Golf Club

Ocotillo Golf Resort

The Raven at South 
Mountain

The Saguaro Resort

Arizona Grand Resort

DC Ranch

http://davidorrphotography.com/
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Wondering where 
we could go for an 
engagement session? 

Here’s our top local 
picks in the Valley of the 
Sun:

Desert Botanical Garden

Riparian Preserve at Water Ranch, 
Gilbert

Phoenix Zoo

Papago Park

Mesa Arts Center

Downtown Phoenix, Scottsdale, and 
Gilbert

Tempe Town Lake

Scottsdale Civic Center Park

DC Ranch

http://davidorrphotography.com/
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We’re always searching for brave souls who have a desire for 
adventure, to do an unconventional, destination photo shoot.  

Are you game for something different?

If so, here’s our own photo wishlist:

Phoenix Art Museum

State Fair--Carnival theme

Boyce Thompson Arboretum

Arboretum at Flagstaff

Lockett Meadow and Snow 
Bowl in the summer or fall

Downtown Flagstaff

South Rim Grand Canyon

Waterhole Canyon or 
Antelope Canyon 
(permits and tour  
guides required)

Painted Desert or  
Petrified Forest

Schnebly Hill Overlook

Jerome

Superstition Mountain

Canyon Lake

Mount Lemmon

http://davidorrphotography.com/
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Once the wedding is over, the story doesn’t end! 
Give your true love an everlasting, treasured gift: 

a handcrafted Wedding Book of your most romantic day.

When it comes to immortalizing your love, what better way than with a custom-made, 
documentary book that shows your special love story? We’ve done years of research and 
have personally selected some of the highest quality books on the market to offer to our 
clients. It’s important to us that your images are presented and preserved in a masterful 
way, because we know that your book will be shared with many loved ones throughout 
your lifetime. 

Ultimately, your wedding book will be a one-of-a-kind heirloom, as important as the  
rings on your fingers!

http://davidorrphotography.com/
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Here at David Orr Photography, we 
pride ourselves in always designing the 
layout of our wedding books  
in-house, and we can offer these 
quality albums to anyone, be it with 
our photography or images by others!

Amanda Orr is an award-winning graphic 
designer who creates one-of-a-kind designs for 
each client, offering a variety of specialty books 
with fine leathers, photo covers, and metallic and 
watercolor papers, in all shapes and sizes!  

To see a sample of the books, give Dave a call 
at 602-363-8161. He’ll go over selections, 
production timelines, and pricing!

http://davidorrphotography.com/
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Before we conclude, we just wanted to thank you for taking the 
time to read our little book! We’re so excited you thought of us!  

If you are curious about what others think,  
read a few comments from our past clients:

David was absolutely wonderful! He was patient with 
all the family and helped ease our nerves while taking 
pictures. He asked for what type of pictures we wanted 
to take beforehand. We love how all of them turned out. I 
would recommend him to any engaged couple for pictures. 
Wonderful service and great professionalism too!
- Lauren & John

David is amazing to work with! He came recommended to us. 
My husband and I met with David and we knew he was 
the photographer for us. We sat down with him a couple 
of times and discussed what pictures were a must and what 
type of photos were the “cherry on top”. He arrived early 
and stayed even later than we had scheduled so that he 
could make sure we got all the shots that were important to 
us. Our whole wedding party kept telling us how great our 
photographer was. He was organized, patient, and kept to 
what we wanted. My husband and I both highly recommend 
David. We will be calling him again in the future for some 
family pictures. Thank you David for making our special day 
even more special! 
- Darlene & Jimmy

David and Amanda did a wonderful job capturing our 
wedding day! Planning out of state can be a bit tricky at times 
and they were recommended to us by our venue. They were 
so reassuring and familiar with our venue, that I knew they 
would be the perfect fit to capture our day. They were easy 
to work with and did an excellent job of keeping our huge 
bridal party and extended family together and focused. Our 
wedding images are beautiful and David and Amanda are 
a fabulous duo full of creativity!
 - Michelle & Jackson

David was a wonderful photographer to work with! The 
meetings with him beforehand were super informative and 
he was willing to work with our ideas and inspiration from 
Pinterest. He also responded quickly anytime I had an idea 
or a question. On the day of the wedding David was 
photographing everything but at the same time, you 
hardly knew he was there. He was very professional. 
For the first time all day, my new husband and I were alone 
while David was taking photos and it was so romantic and 
authentic because it seemed like David wasn’t even there. He 
was so open to different ideas as well as candid photos. He 
also posted some photos of us a few days after the wedding 
so it was an awesome taste of what is to come! Working with 
David was awesome!  
- Violet & Richard

We cannot say enough wonderful things about David Orr! 
He and his wife Amanda did our engagement and wedding 
photos. After we selected them to do our wedding pictures, 
we decided that we also wanted them to do our engagement 
photos. We chose Sedona, Arizona as our venue and it 
was more beautiful than we could have imagined! We 
asked David and Amanda to choose the best location 
for photos in Sedona and we were not disappointed! 
To this day, we still get compliments on our engagement 
photos! We couldn’t wait for our wedding day after that! We 
enjoyed sitting down with David beforehand to go over the 
timeline and what photos we wanted specifically. David was 
such a lifesaver! He really knew how to plan everything out. 
I wouldn’t have been able to figure any of that out without 
him! David is extremely professional. While you know he is 
there taking photos, it is almost like he isn’t there. We were 
so pleased! We got our photos back in about four weeks and 
they are more beautiful than we could have ever dreamed 
of! Our day was captured perfectly! I even accidentally broke 
our USB that the photos are on when printing some out and 
David sent me a new one, no questions asked! David and 
Amanda were amazing to work with and we truly can’t thank 
them enough!  
- Sammie & Justin

To read over 50 reviews, 
visit our Wedding Wire page!

https://goo.gl/0GPWTw
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